To: 250 Students

From: K. D. Reilly, Prof. in Charge, CS 250

Date:  Thurs --- 9/22/5

Subject: General and Specific Matters

*** FIRST EXAM --- A CHANGE ***

The original plan was to have the first test at approximately the 1/3 point of the class.  This was supposed to be after finishing Chap 2. THIS PLAN IS NOT GOOD NOW, SINCE we will be unable to finish Chap 2 until after MidTerm.

Therefore, we test you in ten (10) days from TODAY … The test will cover Chap 1 --  AND -- up to where we get in Chap 2.

Finally, remember: you bring a crib sheet & the handout on rules of inference etc. we handed out to you.

*** GENERAL POLICY RE HOMEWORK ***

HomeWork (HW) assignments for the entire term should be in your hands at the time of this writing. They are also posted on the i-net (cis.uab.edu --- courses and schedules).

The PLAN is that you turn in HW in sections demarked as (call  ‘em the “hedges”):

************************************************************************

Section 18.3   1a, 2b, 3c, 4, 5, 6

Section 18.4   5, 6,7,8

************************************************************************

The due date is 1 week after we finish the last section between two hedges … Usually, this will be clear, but we will announce it in class. (A small complication is that we may have to move on to a new section and come back for a refinement or two --- This is one reason to get the word in class or from a classmate.)
A one-day grace period is allowed, so penalties begin two classes after the due date, starting at 75% and going down to zero by 25% cuts … This is really too generous, but I will stick with it since I think it may be in the syllabus.

HomeWork is viewed in this version of the course as supplementary to the course. That means the examples may not be a super guide to tests. Of course, they are good problems chosen often by students who have already taken the course and in some cases already graded for it with another instructor. I review their choices but have overridden them very sparingly.  I have yet to figure out to do HW problems and cover all the material I believe is supposed to be covered --- Hence you are somewhat on your own re HW …

NOTE … the grader offers a period on Fridays to help with HW --  

The time:  1 PM     …  The place:  Rm. 142 Campbell Hall 

